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Annual Meeting features 2016-
2017 chapter officers election;

USO Initiative presentation
The annual meeting of the general membership will be

held in conjunction with a dinner at the Iron Mike
Conference Center on Friday, Nov. 18. The business

portion of the meeting will include the presentation of a slate
of candidates for election to chapter president and five other
positions on the executive board for the 2-year term starting
January 2017. Election ballots will be provided to members
present.

Also, a vote will be taken on several proposed
amendments to our constitution and bylaws, and the dues
structure for 2017.  Because of the importance of this meeting,
maximum attendance by the membership is requested.  Please
join us for cocktails and hors d´ oeuvres commencing at 1700
hours.

Since the nation is observing the 75th anniversary of the
United Services Organization (USO), we are using the
occasion as a platform to launch our USO Volunteer Initiative.
 Mr. John Falkenbury, President and CEO of USO North
Carolina, is our featured speaker for the evening. He is
responsible for planning, organizing and directing the
operations of the state headquarters, six USO fixed centers,
three satellite centers, and a mobile center in the areas in and
surrounding Jacksonville, Charlotte, Fayetteville, and Raleigh-
Durham.
     For reservations, please go to event flier on page 5 and
RSVP NLT Nov. 16.

 John Falkenbury
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President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

 USO Iniative kick-off at annual meeting
An

The month of November is very
special to all Americans, it’s the
month that we pay tribute to all

our military veterans, and it’s the month
that we give thanks for the blessings
bestowed upon us as individuals and as a
nation.

Veterans Day is officially observed
on the 11th of November, but parades and
other events honoring our military men
and women who are serving and have
served start the first week of November
and continue throughout the month.

  The Veterans Day parade held in
downtown Fayetteville takes place on
Saturday, the 5th of November this year.
It is the largest in the state of North
Carolina with close to 100 entries.  For
the fifth year in a row, the Cape Fear
Chapter will have a unit in the parade.
Many of the university and high school
ROTC units we support will have
marching elements and/or color guards in
the parade as well.  I encourage all of you
to come out and enjoy a star-spangled
event teeming with esprit de corps and
patriotic fervor.  Hundreds of spectators
will turn out to express their gratitude to
our active military and veterans; don’t
pass it up.

Another special event in November
is our annual general membership
meeting/dinner scheduled for the 18th of
November at the Iron Mike Conference
Center.  This will be our last meeting of
the year.  The agenda includes important
chapter business we must attend to
including election of a new chapter
president and board of directors for the
2-year term starting in January 2017.
Because of this, I am asking for
maximum attendance, please make
reservations NLT 16 November 2016!

Our keynote speaker for the
evening is John Falkenbury, President
and CEO of USO North Carolina who
will help us kick off our USO Volunteer
Initiative in commemoration of the 75th

Anniversary of the USO.   We have a full
program with a table-served dinner
planned; should be a memorable evening
for all.  Please send in your reservations
request NLT the 16th of November using
event flier in this issue.

 As we observe Veterans Day and
Thanksgiving Day this year, I thank all of
you and your spouses for your many
years of distinguished military service.
This country is blessed with freedom and
liberty because of you.

           Juan
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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for its
membership by the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services

Chapter Notes:
        Membership

RECRUITING

One new member joined our ranks during October
bringing our total to 23 new members for the year.  It
is a pleasure to introduce our newest member:

Lt Col Jay D. Miller, USAF

Remember that our goal is to bring our membership
up to 325 by the end of the year; we’re still way short
of that.  Please keep beating the bushes and bring in at
least one new member by the end of the year.  MOAA
National tells us there are over 3,800 MOAA members
in our area that are not members of our chapter – if we
can sign up 1% of them, we’ll meet our goal.

To review, the eligibility criteria for membership are:
any commissioned or warrant officer – active duty,
retired, former, Reserve or National Guard, in any of
the seven uniformed services.

RETENTION

Hard to believe, but despite countless notices there are
still dozens of members who have not renewed their
2016 membership, if you are one of them please remit
now!  Mail in your requests using the form on the
back page of the Infogram, or renew online and pay by
credit card by going to http://www.moaa.org/
OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.

If you’re not sure of your status or have any questions,
please call Don Gersh at (910) 484-4545.

Visit the Chapter’s homepage
at www.cfmoaa.org
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

phone (910) 978-3541
chaplain@cfmoaa.org

Giving Is Best

"In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’” - Acts 20:35 English Standard Version (ESV)

 As the holiday season approaches, I'm starting to look at my shopping list and Peg and I
are thinking about what to buy for family and friends.  I remember one of my best
Thanksgivings was with COL Randy Buck as we left our families and had a

Thanksgiving meal on a HUMVEE with the soldiers in the field doing training.  I got to preach a
field service to them and enjoy some good times eating with my commander and his troops.  This
was a time of leaving my own comfort and doing something that would possibly lift up someone
else.  I believe this is what Jesus was saying when he said it is better to give than to receive.

    Last year on Thanksgiving I got to spend time with my Family delivering meals to the
Fayetteville Oxford Houses.  The meals were donated by one of our Fayetteville churches
(Highland Presbyterian). This too was a memory that I cherish because the men and women who
received them were striving to live a sober life free from the destructive power of addictions, and
they really appreciated the thoughtfulness of God's people.  That first Thanksgiving was one
marked by the fact that the Native Americans had earlier cared enough about the early settlers that
they shared with them farming practices that helped them to survive.  We all need to be willing to
receive and give as God wills.

    Our Chapter has had a fine tradition of giving. The scholarship recipients, military served
through USO volunteer work, the GWOT Military honored by your gifts to erect a GWOT
memorial,  these and other areas are examples where you have given.  It makes such a big
difference to so many.  Jesus said that if we give a drink of water in His name we would not lose
our reward.  Part of the reward is the simple pleasure of knowing that the Lord has used us in
some way to help others.

     "Giving money, especially when it pains us, requires much self-denial and self-crucifixion.
However, as every act of giving weakens and even breaks our sinful and selfish nature, the more
God's grace spreads in our hearts.  Yes, money leaves pockets, but sin also leaves our heart.  And
that's a great deal. Priceless actually," says Pastor David Murray.  A example of this is Ebenezer
Scrooge, who showed his change of heart by giving.

     So as Peg and I think about our Christmas list, I hope we will all remember those God want us
to care for even outside of those who can give back to us.  Giving is truly a blessing that comes
from His grace.
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Annual Membership Meeting/Dinner
Friday, November 18, 2016, 1700 hours

Iron Mike Conference Center, For� Bragg
(Located on Reilly Road, directly across f�om the PX Mini Mall)

Guest Speaker
Mr. John Falkenbur�, President and COO of USO Nor�h Carolina

Menu
Choice of London Broil or Chicken Cordon Bleu

Herb Roasted Baby Red Potatoes, Roasted Seasonal Veggie Blend & Mixed Salad
Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls w/But�er

Desser�
Iced Tea, Water and Coffee

Cost: $25.00 per person (Tax & Grat�it� Included)

Dress: Coat & Tie for Gentlemen; Equivalent At�ire for Ladies

RSVP NLT November 16, 2016

Send reser�ations request and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Rd., Fayet�eville, NC 28311

Name:�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Name of Guest(s):��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Number of Reser�ations�����������������x $25.00 = ������������������������������������������Choice of Ent�ée/Number of

Beef���������_Chicken����������
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAY D. MILLER
Lieutenant Colonel (Lt Col) Jay D. Miller is the Commander and Professor of
Aerospace Studies of Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps (AFROTC)
Detachment 607 at Fayetteville State University in Fayetteville, North Carolina. As
the Commander, he leads, directs, and manages a geographically separated unit
that administers a college-level accessions program. As the senior Air Force officer
on campus, he chairs the Department of Aerospace Studies with university status of
full professor where he instructs curriculum covering Foundations of the
USAF, Airpower History, Leadership, and National Security Studies. Lt. Col. Jay D.
Miller supervises five faculty and staff members, and has an overall responsibility
for recruiting, training, educating and mentoring more than 50 cadets preparing to
become Air Force officers annually.

Lt Col Miller began his military career in Dec 1994 as a graduate from the Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University. He graduated pilot training with the “Leadership Award” and went
on to fly, instruct and evaluate in the C-21, C-5, and the C-17. In the civilian sector, Colonel Miller is a
commercial airline pilot. Lt Col Miller served over 11 years on active duty as an Evaluator Pilot in the C-21
and C-5. Lt Col Miller joined the Air Force Reserve in May 2005. After his departure from active duty
service, Lt Col Miller started his Reserve career flying the C-5 with the 709th Airlift Squadron, Dover AFB,
DE as an Instructor Aircraft Commander. In his career, he held positions of squadron scheduler, chief of
training, chief of standardization and evaluation, chief of special operations low-level, flight commander,
chief of weapons and tactics, executive officer, and chief pilot.  Lt. Col. Miller is a command pilot with over
5,000 hours including over 500 combat hours in Kosovo, Bosnia, Serbia, Iraq, and Afghanistan, in the C-
21, C-5 and C-17.

EDUCATION
1994 Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Prescott, AZ.
2001 Squadron Officer School, Air University, Maxwell AFB, AL.
2010 Air Command and Staff College, Air University, Maxwell AFB, AL.
2010 Master or Operational Art and Science, Air University, Maxwell AFB, AL.
2014 Advanced Joint Military Professional Education, Norfolk VA.
2016 Air War College, Air University, Maxwell AFB, AL.

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Rating:  Command Pilot
Military Flight Hours:  over 5,000 hours including over 500 combat hours
Aircraft Flown:  T-37, T-1, C-21, C-5, C-17, B-737, and B-777

U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

ANNUAL TRIP TO MYRTLE BEACH, SC

FRIDAY, 2 DECEMBER 2016

COST: $77.00 per person
(Includes bus fare, show tickets, dinner and gratuity.)

PROGRAM: Motor coach will depart from the new Fort Bragg Iron
Mike Conference Center parking lot at 8:30 AM on Friday, 2 December
2016. Group will stop for lunch (Dutch Treat) at the K&W Cafeteria in
Myrtle Beach. The Christmas Show at the Alabama Theater is at 1:45
PM, and dinner at the Chestnut Hill Restaurant at 5:00 PM. Estimated
time of return to the Fort Bragg Club parking lot is 9:15 PM.

RSVP NLT 25 November 2016
(Trip limited to 52 passengers, make reservations early.)

Send reservations and check (payable to CFC MOAA) to:

Art Rodriguez, 3406 Sugar Cane Circle, Fayetteville, NC 28303

MYRTLE BEACH TRIP RESERVATION

NAME________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NR._______________________________________

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS_________x $75.00 = __________

MYRTLE BEACH TRIP RESERVATION

NAME_____________________________________________

TELEPHONE Nr. ____________________________________

NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS________x $77.00 =_________



If one were to glance at Steve
Mannell’s professional
resume, one might think he

must be a grizzled retiree of an
advanced age.  Not so.  It’s a
visibly youthful and energetic man
who greeted me recently at the
Fayetteville offices of the
American Armed Forces Mutual
Aid Association. LTC Stephen
Mannell, (US Army, Ret.) is seven
years into his post-Army career,
but he says he didn’t think of the
Army in terms of a career.

“It was just what I loved doing,” he says
with a smile.

Mannell grew up as an Air Force family
member, with his Air Force heritage
extending back to his maternal grandfather’s
service in the Army Air Corps. His father’s
Air Force career took him to many different
places, from Arizona to Taiwan, among
others. He could always tell when a move was
imminent – he’d come home from school to
see the maps laid out, along with any relevant
National Geographic magazines.

Mannell says there was no lack of
enthusiasm in his family, however, when he
decided to attend the US Military Academy at
West Point.

“My dad still roots for Army,” he says.

After graduation from West Point, and
some time going to airborne school, and
becoming Ranger-qualified, his first posting
was to Vicenza, Italy.  As a young Infantry

lieutenant, he found himself
welcomed into an atmosphere
of a close-knit Army unit, with
other young officers, some of
whom spoke the language. An
idyllic Army posting – but it
got better.  Taking some
courses through Troy
University, Mannell
encountered a professor whose
daughter was coming for a
visit.  That daughter, Megan, is
now Steve Mannell’s wife, and
they are involved in rearing
their three children, two

daughters and a son.

Mannell says he first became interested in
MOAA after his 2009 retirement – he saw it
as a great networking opportunity and a way
to learn more about the community at large.
He now maintains membership in four North
Carolina MOAA chapters.

Asked about how the Cape Fear MOAA
chapter might grow its membership,
increasing the segment of younger former
military officers, Mannell is thoughtful for a
moment.

“It comes down to finding a way to appeal
to the individual,” he says. “Every
membership organization is dealing with the
challenges of growing. I have the perspective
of seeing differences among the four chapters
I know, but what is consistent among them is
that they are all doing meaningful things.
Theirs is a noble undertaking.”

(Continued on next page)

www.cfmoaa.org

A Professional Continuum - From
Air Force to Army to AAFMAA

By Sara VanderClute, Special Correspondent

Steve Mannell
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Do you have a business or service you’d like other Cape Fear
Chapter members to know about?
One economical way is to advertise in the
Contact Editor Don Gersh at 910.624.4597 for information.

(Continued from previous page)

Among the remarkable credentials in
Mannell’s career and life experience is that he
attended  Harvard’s Kennedy School of
Government and taught economics at West
Point. He mentions an interesting possibility
for the Cape Fear MOAA Chapter that could
involve members in another meaningful way.

“Legislative work,” he says, “could be
interesting. Working with local legislators and
acquainting them with issues that matter to
veterans.”  Working to become the voice of the
former and fully-retired military community,
serving as the go-to organization for local
legislators to learn about the membership’s
stance on any given issue, could be mutually
beneficial, to local legislators and to the
MOAA chapter.

In his position with the non-profit financial
services organization he now works for,
Mannell finds himself serving the very
constituency that makes up MOAA’s
membership. The arc of his life, so far, can be
seen in the name of that employer – the
American Armed Forces Mutual Aid
Association.  An Air Force “brat,” an Army
veteran, and now engaged in assisting with the
financial needs and aspirations of other
soldiers and veterans, Steve Mannell, like so
many other former military officers, continues
to serve.

This is the latest in a series of interviews with
local MOAA Chapter members, intended to
acquaint members with one another and
highlight the post-military careers in which
members are engaged.

A very special ‘thank you’ to
Sara for her beautifully
written biographies of our
members this year.

Look for more of Sara’s
special reports in 2017.
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Revised Jan 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

I am ___ a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your•deceased•spouse’s•rank•and•branch•of•service)

I am not a National MOAA member, but intend to join.

I would like to receive my chapter newsletter via: Email USPS

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $________ for•the•Chapter’s•ROTC•Scholarship•Fund.

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305

Revised Jan 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

I am ___ a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your•deceased•spouse’s•rank•and•branch•of•service)

I am not a National MOAA member, but intend to join.

I would like to receive my chapter newsletter via: Email USPS

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $________ for•the•Chapter’s•ROTC•Scholarship•Fund.

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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FINANCIAL PLANNING I INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT I TRUST

Steve Mannell
Chief Financial
O cer

For more information
910-307-3501
smannell@aafmaa.com

Carrie Clark
Senior Relationship
Manager

For more information
910-307-3511
cclark@aafmaa.com

Exclusively serving current and former
military members and their families.

639 Executive Pl, Fayetteville, NC 28305

RETIREMENT
CAN BE BETTER.

wealth.aafmaa.com
AAFMAA Wealth Management & Trust LLC

Your Ad Here
Call Don Gersh

910.624.4597

Happy 241�� Birthday
United States Marine Corps
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

“We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and
representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every
stage of their career.”

Calendar of Events:

www.cfmoaa.org

c

1 Nov - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center,
  1100 hours

8 Nov - Election Day
10 Nov - Marine Corps Birthday
11 Nov - Veterans Day
18 Nov - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA Annual General Membership

 Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center, 1700 hours

 2 Dec - Myrtle Beach Trip (See flier on page 7)
6 Dec - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center,
  1100 hours

3 Jan - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center,
  1100 hour

20 Jan - Cape Fear Chapter MOAA Installation Dinner at Iron Mike
 Conference Center, 1700 hours
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